
Town of Acton
CommissiononDisability
Minutes
June 9, 2011
Acton Town Hall, Room 204
7:00pm

MembersPresent: DannyFactor,LisaFranklin,Chair,andJoyKohout andBrenda
Viola, Secretary.
Guests:JanetAdachi,BOSLiaisonandWenLeet.

TheMeetingwascalledto orderby Chair,Lisa Franldinat7:10pm.

Minutesfrom April
14

th and May
25

th wereapprovedwith corrections.No meeting
washeld onMay

12
th dueto lackof quorum.

Topics:
Diversity Issueswithin community ofPWD:

SPEDPAC feedbackand Dr. Mills Letter, strategyand ideas:
• Professionaldevelopmentfor all teachersconcerningspecialneeds

Coursesareofferedby theFederationfor Childrenwith SpecialNeeds
Budgetingmoneyforthesecourses

• Universallydesignedtextbooks,havebeenordered
• “Day in aLife asPrincipal”doneby aspecialneedsstudent
• Physicalbarriers
• Mentalhealthissues

Addresssleep,homework,stress,bullying (speakwith DougHalley, too)
Collaboratewith theActon Coalitionfor HealthyYouth

• SPEDPACis redesigningtheirwebsite
Will haveinformationon eachdisabilitywith resources

• More funding for SpecialEducation,counselingandmoreteachers
• Supportfor CollegeFair
• SPEDstudentinternship
• Invite Dr. Mills to oneofourmeetings.To bedonein the letter.
• CantheCOD distributeinformationin the schools?
• TheADA is discussedin socialstudies.Couldthisbeagoodtime for the

CODto visit?
• CantheBCIL get involved?

Dining Guide: Brendawill getthe list ofrestaurantsandtheirownersfrom thePublic
HealthDepartment.

Town Meetingconcernsfor Mr. Mackenzie:Lisa spokewith DonMackenzie,Town
Moderatoraboutaccessibilityatthetownmeetings.Lisadiscussedissuessuchas,



standingup for all-in-favor, difficulty gettingto microphone,translatingin ASL, closed
captioning(CART), alternativesto raisinghandsanddifficultiesfor thosewith low
voices.Donwill speakto theLeagueofWomenVoters.Lisa gavehim alist.

Caouette-SimeoneConservationLand and BruceFreemanBike Trail: Brenda
presentedanoverviewofthemeetingsheattendedonMay 16th. Inputwasgivento the
committeeconcerninghandicappedparking,accessibleroutesandroadconstruction
materialsto thebiketrail. Therehasbeenno fmal decisionthatthe landwill beusedasa
parkinglot for thebiketrail. Nextmeetingis Monday,June13th7-9pm,TownHall,
Room204.

For The Record:
MGL Chapter 40 (useofHP fines for COD), BID 646(localtemporary HP placards),
HD 946(definition of PCA): Lisa andDannywill follow up.

New ADA Regulationson ServiceAnimals: Theregulationsfor ServiceAnimalshave

beenupdated.Thefollowing is a summaryoftherevision.Only dogsarerecognizedas

serviceanimals.A serviceanimalis adogthatis individually trainedto do workor

performtasksfor apersonwith adisability.Serviceanimalsareallowedin all areas

wheremembersofthepublicareallowedto go. Theanimalmustbeundercontrol atall

times.Whenit is not obviouswhatserviceanimalprovides,only limited inquiriesare

allowed.Businessesmayask,is thedogaserviceanimalrequiredbecauseofadisability,

andwhattaskhasthedogbeentrainedto perform.Theycannotaskabouttheperson’s

disabilityorthe dog’strainingdocumentation.

VarianceApplications and new public process(DocuShare):Brendasentlettersvia
email to AAB for ExchangeHall andWomen’sClubhearingsonMonday,June6th~

DocuShareis thenewpublic processfor storingandpostingvariancedocuments.
Arrangementsneedto madewith Frankaboutputtingthemon DocuShare.

CommitteeConnectionswith theCOD:
Mike Gowing,Chair,BOShasaskedwhich committeeswewould like to have
connectionswith. Thesearethe ones:HealthDepartment,RecreationDepartment,
Council on Aging, EconomicDevelopmentCommittee,SidewalkCommittee,Planning
Board,and2020.Mike is thinkingofcreatinga quarterlymeetingwith thecommittee
chairs.

Acton NursingIn-Service and Information: Tabled.

SummerMeetings:Agreedto havemeetingsin JulyandAugust.

WestActon Parking Space: Wewill needto contactCory York, TownEngineer,
DirectorofPublicWorksto discussplacementofhandicappedparkingspace.



Expenditure: Approvedexpenditurefor Lisato purchase6 plasticpamphletholders.
Theseareto beusedto distributeCOD brochures.Two areslottedfor theActon
PharmacyandCitizen’sLibrary.

Meetingwasadjournedat 9:10 pm

Respectfullysubmitted,
BrendaViola, Secretary


